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                                          DIY Canopy Roof Covering 
Reference Buying Guide 

 
 
Corrugated polycarbonate is an ideal covering for a patio canopy (awning, carport, or deck cover). Panels are available in many lengths and colors to 
meet specific needs and design requirements. See below for a product reference guide to help plan your next project.  

 
1. Corrugated polycarbonate sheets offer outstanding physical characteristics 
such as high light transmission, advanced UV-protection, and excellent impact 
resistance. Panels are light in weight and require no special tools to install. 

a. A single layer of polycarbonate with ‘peaks and valleys’. 
b. Three standard profiles: MR9”, MR12”, and Greca 

2. Clear, Softlite and Bronze are common colors used for canopy panels. 
a. Clear offers the highest light transmittance and visual clarity. 
b. Softlite diffuses light, eliminating hot spots, glare, and shadows. 
c. Bronze provides a nice balance of light transmission and shade.  

3. Closure Strips provide a seal between the corrugation and structure or 
adjacent conditions. They may also be used at all locations.  

a. Provide support when putting fasteners through top of corrugation. 
b. Sheets overlap ‘one corrugation’. Additional trims or profiles are not 

needed to join sheets together.  
4. Drip Spacers are used to hold the sheets above the 
purlins (structure). 

a. Allows condensation to run down to the sheet. 
b. Spacers help to eliminate dripping at each purlin. 
c. Note: Spacers take the place of foam closures. 

5. Minimal Slope of 3:12 is recommended to prevent       

          Corrugated Polycarbonate Sheet Profiles & Fastening Patterns leaking and excess buildup of dirt and leaf debris. 

a. If leakage or buildup are not a concern,  
this recommendation may be disregarded. 

6. Gasketed Wood Screws are used to attach panels.  
a. Pre-drill all holes to allow for seasonal expansion and contraction. 
b. It is highly recommended to use large washers (3/4” or greater). 

7. Panels can be cut using a circular saw with a fine-tooth blade or a tin snip. 
a. A plywood blade or one for cutting plastic laminate works best. 

8. For more info, please see corrugated technical and install guide. 

 
If you have any product or installation questions, please call 765-560-3872 or send an email to info@duralightplastics.com. We would be happy to help!  

https://www.duralightplastics.com/products/roofing-panels/corrugated-polycarbonate.html
https://www.duralightplastics.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/corrugated-installation-guide.pdf
mailto:info@duralightplastics.com

